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The American Gardener features 
aristocratic native magnolias

Magnolias are the aristocrats of America’s native trees, according to The 
American Gardener, the magazine of the American Horticultural Society. Author Gil 
Nelson describes two that we grow, citing D. D. Blanchard as a popular and widely 
used selection of the evergreen species, Magnolia grandiflora.

Moonglow® Magnolia (Magnolia virginiana ‘Jim Wilson’) is highlighted among 
the cultivars of Sweetbay magnolia, noted for its hardiness. Creamy-white, lemon 
scented flowers bloom over an extended period, in bright contrast to the beautiful 
dark green, semi-evergreen leaves that have whitish undersides. A distinct upright 
growth habit and hardiness through USDA Zone 5 characterize this tree, named 
for Jim Wilson, long-time host of PBS Victory Garden. Chosen as a Plant of Merit 
by the Missouri Botanical Garden, it is called an “excellent specimen tree for  
residential landscapes.” For more information and to view a photo of a mature 
tree, use the MoBot Plantfinder at http://www.mobot.org
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